
County Council 2022 Regular Meeting October 11, 2022 
10:00 A.M. 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in regular session at this time, for the purpose 
of considering additional appropriations, a written notice was 
sent to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the 
laws governing such matters. 

And now in obedience to such call, come Ted Bilski, President, David Hamm, Charlie Brown, Daniel 
Dernulc, Christine Cid, Christian Jorgensen and Alfredo Menchaca County Councilpersons, together with 
Tom O’Donnell, County Council Attorney. 

In the Matter of Minutes – September 13, 2022 

Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 

ORDINANCE #1476 

Section 1.    Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses 
of the County Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby 
appropriated and ordered set apart out of the several funds herein named and for the 
purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to include all expenditures authorized  
to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and provided by law. 

       Appropriation 
Requested Appropriated 

Storm Water Mgmt. & Sediment Ct. Fund 1206 

Surveyor 1006 
63995 Other Services & Charges $25,000.00 $25,000.00 

LADOS Division 2 Indiana Supreme Court Reimbursement Grant Fund 9735 

LADOS Division 2 4009 
64420 Office Machines $2,500.00  $2,500.00 

LC Health Dept. PHEP Grant Fund 8443 

Health Department 9306 
62110 Office Supplies $16,500.00 $16,500.00 
62250 Health Care & Lab Supplies $32,350.00 $32,350.00 
63190 Other Professional Services $4,726.00 $4,726.00 
63232 Travel – Meals $900.00 $900.00 
63233 Travel – Lodging  $1,900.00 $1,900.00 
63235 Travel – Mileage  $1,000.00 $1,000.00 
64490 Other Equipment  $51,000.00 $51,000.00 

Adopted this 11th day of October, 2022. 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 

I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to  
the Auditor of Lake County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 

Requested      Approved 

Lake Superior Court County Division Room 3 4004 
General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-63190 Other Professional Service  $10,000.00        $10,000.00 
To: 1001-61190 Part-Time $5,000.00        $5,000.00 

1001-62110 Office Supplies $5,000.00        $5,000.00 

Fairgrounds 9201 
Gambling Admission Tax Fund 1196 
From: 1196-63610 Building & Structures $8,000.00        $8,000.00 
To: 1196-62210 Petroleum Products  $8,000.00        $8,000.00 



County Council                                       2022 Regular Meeting                                        October 11, 2022 
                                                                            10:00 A.M. 

     Additionals 
 

Made Motion  Seconded 
 
Storm Water Mgmt. & Sediment Ct. Fund 1206 
Surveyor 1006      Menchaca      Hamm   Majority voted yes. 
($25,000)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
LADOS Division 2 Indiana Supreme Court Reimbursement Grant Fund 9735 
LADOS Division 2 4009     Jorgensen      Dernulc   Majority voted yes. 
($2,500)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
LC Health Dept. PHEP Grant Fund 8443 
Health Department 9306        Brown   Jorgensen   Majority voted yes. 
($108,376)           Motion carried 7-0.  
 

Transfers 
 

Made Motion  Seconded 
 

 
Lake Superior Court County Division Room 3  
General Fund 1001     
($10,000)      Jorgensen    Dernulc   Majority voted yes. 
            Motion carried 7-0. 
           
Fairgrounds 9201 
Gambling Admission Tax Fund 1196 
($8,000)      Jorgensen  Menchaca   Majority voted yes.  
            Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
In the Matter of LADOS Division 2 4009 – Create 1 New Line Item - LADOS Division 2 Indiana Supreme 
Court Reimbursement Grant Fund 9735 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve the following new line item: 
 
64420 Office Machines 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to create new line item carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointments – County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team – DV Direct 
Service Provider 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to defer to November 15, 2022. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointments – County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team – Intervention 
Program Provider 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to defer to November 15, 2022. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointments – Lake Ridge Fire Protection District 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to defer to November 15, 2022. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications and Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – Lake County 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency = US Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) – Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) – FY 2022 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) – Salary Grant Application 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
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In the Matter of Grant Applications and Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – Lake County 
Health Department = US Department of Health and Human Services – Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
– Indiana Department of Health (IDOH) – FY 2023 Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) Grant 
Award 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications and Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – Lake County 
Parks and Recreation Department = The Nature Conservancy Grant Application  
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications and Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – Lake County 
Highway Department = US Department of Transportation – Federal Highway Administration – Bridge 
Investment Program (BIP) Grant Application  
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Public Hearing – Ordinance Authorizing the Preparation of Engineering, Design and 
Specifications Required for the Construction of Additions and Improvements to the Sewage Works System 
of Lake County, Indiana; Authorizing the Issuance of Revenue Bonds to Provide Funds for the Payment of 
the Engineering and design costs thereof; Authorizing the Collection, Segregation and Distribution of the 
Revenues of such System, The Safeguarding of the Interests of the Owners of such Revenue Bonds and 
other matters connected therewith, including the Issuance of Notes in Anticipation of such bonds; and 
Repealing Ordinances Inconsistent Therewith 
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to open Public Hearing. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
open Public Hearing carried 7-0. 
 
There were no comments from the Council or the public. 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to close Public Hearing. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
close Public Hearing carried 7-0. 
 
 In the Matter of Public Hearing – Petition to Vacate all or part of Platted Easement/Public Way known as 
Taft Street between 47th & 48th Avenues – Refer to Attachments which provide the Legal Descriptions 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to open Public Hearing. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
open Public Hearing carried 7-0. 
 
There were no comments from the Council or the public. 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to close Public Hearing. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
close Public Hearing carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of 2023 Consulting Contracts – Law Office of R.L Szarmach P.C. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
contract carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of 2023 Consulting Contracts – Law Office of Thomas O’Donnell 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
contract carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of 2023 Consulting Contracts – Law Office of Gerald M. Bishop & Associates 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
contract carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of 2023 Consulting Contracts – Law Office of Linda Garcia Marmolejo 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
contract carried 7-0. 
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Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to add Consulting Contract for Jeanann Georgas 
Ficker to the agenda. Majority voted yes. Motion to add to the Consulting Contract for Jeanann Georgas 
Ficker agenda carried 7-0.  
 
In the Matter of 2023 Consulting Contracts – Jeanann Georgas Ficker 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
contract carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Authorizing the Auditor to Issue a Warrant to the 
Treasurer to Resolve Southlake Mall Property Tax Appeal and Refund  
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to defer to November 15, 2022. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Amending Resolution No. 21-33, the Resolution to Declare Funds Dormant and 
Transfer Remaining Cash Balances to Appropriate Funds 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Fairways Regional Water District 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



County Council                                       2022 Regular Meeting                                        October 11, 2022 
                                                                            10:00 A.M. 

In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Town of Dyer, Indiana 
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Town of Munster, Indiana  
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Town Highland, Indiana 
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Town of Schererville, Indiana 
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Town of St. John, Indiana  
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Tradewinds Services 
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0.  
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the National Civil Rights Institute & Hall of Fame, Inc 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve.  
 
Bilski: Can you just tell me what the money is being used for? Because we came down this path before. 
We all support the Civil Rights Movement, but when it came to us last time there was no list of assets. We 
had a drawing of a 1960 Chevelle in the parking lot. They wanted hundreds of thousands of dollars but we 
didn’t know what we were getting. Not that we didn’t want to spend it, but when we talked about 
accountability for the money, we didn’t know where it was going. Was it for purchasing assets? Was it for 
the seat Rosa Parks sat on? Was it for the cart that pulled Dr. King’s body in the funeral procession? 
That’s my question, what do we have and where is this office and what are we purchasing? 
 
Brown: At that point I don’t think funds were given to them for whatever project they wanted to do.  
 
Bilski: They had to come up with raising $250,000 and then we were going to donate a half a million right 
Ray? 
 
Ray: What I recall is that we did a Resolution saying that as soon as the Gary City Council appropriated 
$150,000, we would match that. 
 
Brown: That’s why they never received the money because the city council or the mayor at that time would 
not provide the matching funds. 
 
Bilski: Well that same group didn’t have anything though. That’s my concern. I was afraid of what we were 
sending money for because I don’t just want to create a payroll for nepotism. I want a real Civil Rights 
Museum.   
 
Brown: But they never received the money because of the squabble between the Hall of Fame and the 
City of Gary. 
 
Bilski: When that same group came back about four years ago, Mayor Hatcher was still alive and well and 
came up here to talk to us and they weren’t able to provide us with anything. Unless we have something 
with a list of assets and a mission statement, I’m not prepared to go forward. If it’s the same identical item I 
can’t do that. 
 
Brown: I think at that point it was a matter of whatever was requested, there was no follow thru. Therefore, 
the funds were appropriated but never used.  
  
Jorgensen: It was a match, right?  
 
Brown: Yes.  
 
Jorgensen: And then they couldn’t come up with the match? 
 
Bilski: They chose not to. I remember that there were several spots in their community for them to build the 
museum which would help generate revenue for the community, which is what we need to do. 
 
Jorgensen: I assume this is a 501(c)(3)? 
 
Brown: Yes. 
 
Jorgensen: Can anybody be sure? 
 
Brown: Yes, I’m sure that they are a 501(c)(3). 
 
 
Majority voted yes. Bilski voted no. Motion to approve carried 6-yes, 1-no. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Regarding Appropriation of County Reserve 
Revenue Funds to the Families Anchored in Total Harmony, Inc. (FAITH, CDC) 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Authorizing the Preparation of Engineering, Design and Specifications Required 
for the Construction of Additions and Improvements to the Sewage Works System of Lake County, 
Indiana; Authorizing the Issuance of Revenue Bonds to Provide Funds for the Payment of the Engineering 
and design costs thereof; Authorizing the Collection, Segregation and Distribution of the Revenues of such 
System, The Safeguarding of the Interests of the Owners of such Revenue Bonds and other matters 
connected therewith, including the Issuance of Notes in Anticipation of such bonds; and Repealing 
Ordinances Inconsistent Therewith – Deferred September 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending the Lake County Part-Time Employees Pay Rate Ordinance for 
2022, Ord. No. 1466A for LADOS Division 2 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 1459C, the Ordinance Declaring Funds Dormant and 
Repealing and Rescinding the Ordinance Establishing the Funds 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Motion 
to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Granting Petition to Vacate a Portion of a Public Right of Way by Lake Ridge 
Fire Protection District 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Lake County Health Department COVID-19 Vaccine 
Administration Disbursements Fund, Non-Reverting Fund  
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Motion 
to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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Acknowledgements:  
 
Bilski: U.S Department of Education has named three Northwest Indiana schools as 2022 National Blue-
Ribbon Schools on 9/15/2022: Central Elementary and St. Paul Catholic in Valparaiso and James E. Eads 
Elementary in Munster. They have the states highest high school graduation rate and the students have 
scored in the top 15% in English and Mathematics measured by state assessments. The schools were 
apart of 276 recognized. 
 
Public Comments: Connie Wachala from Highland asked the council to consider expanding greenhouses 
with Resolution “30 by 30”. 
 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that this Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again as required by law. 
 
 
 
 
   
    
          ____________________________ 
          President, Lake County Council 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________ 
John E. Petalas, 
Lake County Auditor 
 
 


